Q                      HON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

used as a shield for cowardice. It was a weapon of the brave.
He would rather they died fighting violently than became help-
less witnesses to such atrocities. A truly non-violent man would
never live to ten the tale of such atrocities. He would have laid
down his life on the spot in non-violent resistance.

In this connection I am reminded of Gandhiji's Frontier tour
where the Khudai Khidmatgars had asked him the same ques-
tion. " What if the miscreant does not kill you but ties you up
instead and gags you so that you are forced to be a silent witness
of his misdeed," they had asked after hearing his reply which
was'i practically the same as he gave to the people at Mahishadal.
"I will struggle," he had replied,, "so that I will either break
the bonds or break myself in the effort. In no case will I remain
a helpless witness. When that intensity of feeling is there, GodE
will come to your aid and somehow or other spare you the agony
of being a living witness to such a deed."                            ,,

Mahishadal, 29-12~'45
Harijan, 10-2-1946

NON-VIOLENT TECHNIQUE AND PARALLEL
GOVERNMENT '

Perhaps no part of India Jias passed, through such fire of
suffering as Midnapore during the August upheaval in 1942y
when man's brutality completed the work of nature's wrath.
Their suffering had chastened them but did not subdue their
spirit. The chastening effect was visible in the perfect discipline
pin-drop silence that marked Gandhiji's prayer gatherings

were sometimes attended by over a lakh of people.
The question of non-violence and Jatiya Sarlcar naturally
constituted the core of the discussions which the Congress
of Midnapore had with Gandhi ji dtiring Ms visit to
Jatiya SarTmr\ was set up in the thajtoas of Sutahatar
Mahishadal and Tamluk in Midnapore, Disi  on

aad 16-1-1943 and was formally dissolved on August
' as ,,;& resillt of the publication of GandMjfs statement oin?
secrecy ^c^^jiixf^^^oix^ work after his release from deteatioiiw